
Finland Arctic Challenge: Course 

The Finland Arctic Challenge is a multi-sport expedition that takes place at the Pallas-Ylläs National
Park, approx. 200 km / 125 miles above the Arctic Circle in Lapland, Finland. The route takes
participants through the most epic scenery: frozen forests and wetlands, stunning fells (peaks) for vast
views of the wilderness and fairytale landscapes. 

Total distance (full and shorter route option): Approximately 100 km / 65 miles. Each day,
participants are expected to traverse wilderness and powdery snow for approximately 5–7 hours. A
shorter route option is available each day, covering about 60% of the full route. Checkpoints are
located along the way.

Terrain: Powdery snow, medium to hardpacked snow trails and remote roads that can be icy in
places. Don’t underestimate soft snow that makes moving slow. The course is undulating but the
majority of it goes between 200 and 600 meters above sea level. The elevation details will be given to
participants closer to the event. 

Level: No previous experience is needed. Just good base fitness and stamina. 

Map of the route: see next page.

Stage 1 – Snowshoe climb to the majestic Aakenus Fell in the Pallas-Ylläs National Park. Known for
its horseshoe shape, Aakenus marks the midway point between Ylläs and Levi. The route circles
around the north side of the fell, offering breathtaking views of Pyhä Lake and the Seven Fells area on
a clear day. You’ll descend to the Aakenus River, where our base with a hot sauna and a refreshing
ice dip awaits you.

Stage 2 – Half/Full Marathon on snow trails and the remote Aakenus road, one of the most beautiful
roads in Western Lapland. Depending on the temperature, you may need to pace yourself and wear a
buff or mask to make breathing easier in the cold air. Our base for the night is the picturesque
Peurakaltio lumberjack cabin at the foot of the Äkäskero Fell.

Stage 3 – Back-country skiing at the foothills of Äkäskero Fell, through the frozen wetlands of
Peurakaltio Jänkkä, and finally into the frozen taiga forests leading to Äkässaivo—a rocky canyon
carved by glacial rivers and a sacred site for the Sámi, the indigenous people of Lapland. Beside it
stands a massive seida rock, ten meters wide and 30 meters high. Together with the Äkässaivo saivo
lake, the seida rock forms an ancient Sámi place of worship and sacrifice.

Stage 4 – Husky sledding on the foothills of the stunning Pallas Fells, through frozen forests and
wetlands, offering some of the most beautiful scenery in the wilderness and fairytale landscapes. You
will lead the huskies for about 20 kilometers / 12 miles on snowy paths. While the huskies do most of
the work, balance and focus are needed as you steer the sled along narrow trails. Our base tonight is
the Elämänluukku lumberjack cabin, nestled in the stunning wilderness of Kukaslompolo.
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Stage 5 – Fat-tyre biking. The final stage takes you through the south side of the vast Pallas-Ylläs
National Park. You’ll bike down the slopes of Kukaslompolo before starting the climb up Kukas Fell. Once
you reach the top, you’ll cycle past Lainio Fell, the second-highest fell in the Seven Fells area, then around
Kesänki Fell, ending at Ylläs Fell, the tallest of the seven. Afterwards, we will head to Levi for a festive
dinner and celebrations!

Expected weather: Expected temperature in early February is between -15°C / 5°F to -25°C / -13°F but it
could get colder than -30°C / -22°F! The Polar Night season has just ended and we start seeing the first
rays of sun with about 7 hours of day light. You can expect both snow as well as clear cold days. The
event route and starting times may be modified for weather reasons. 


